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DOESN’T TIME FLY!  
 

It’s nearly a year since the last Imagine Rusholme!  summit, so we thought we’d bring you up to date with progress. 

 

The two summits taught us that ‘appreciative inquiry’ techniques are brilliant at getting people to come together and share their 

thoughts and ideas about how Rusholme could be good for everyone. The ‘open space’ sessions identified ten ‘discussions’ that 

Rusholme people wanted to take forward: 

 

1. Community Garden on Rusholme Grove + Joining Up Green 

Spaces, Hedgerows & Trees 

2. Creative Rusholme 

3. Litter Free Rusholme + Cleaner/Greener 
4. On Our Bikes in Rusholme 

5. Reducing Burglary 

6. Respect for Rusholme + How to Work Positively with the 

Council for the Good of Rusholme   

7. Rusholme & Wider World Issues 

8. Rusholme Ward & District Centre Plans + Parking 

9. Student Integration & Involvement  

10. Sustainability 

 

PROGRESS TO DATE 
 

Since the summits, Rusholme people have been making great progress with these ten ‘discussions’ as follows: 

 

Community Garden on Rusholme Grove + Joining Up Green Spaces, Hedgerows & Trees + Litter Free Rusholme + 

Cleaner/Greener (discussions 1 and 3) 

A number of Rusholme people are working on these discussions: Sue Devlin is working with relevant partners, including Maria 

Boylan, the Council’s Locality Manager for Rusholme, to solve the problems that result in litter and fly-tipping in the Rusholme 

ward and district centre. Elaine Bishop, along with expert advice and support from Ron Carter and the Ahmed Family, has led a 

successful ‘greening’ initiative to create a beautiful mini community flower garden at the junction of Kent Road West and Park 

Range. Anne Tucker and Jane Morris have been mapping all the green spaces in Rusholme, and Colin Bennett, via the 

Manchester Permaculture Network, has led on organising a cycling trip round all the community growing spaces in south 

Manchester to ‘link them up’ - there has been one 3.5 hour cycle ride round a number of spaces, including the community food 

growing areas in Platt Fields and the Forest Garden in Birchfields Park, over 12 people did it, it was great! To get involved: 

please contact sue@suedevlin.co.uk, elainebish@gmail.com, annetucker85@gmail.com, jane.morris1@btinternet.com, or consider 

joining Manchester City Council’s “Community Guardian” scheme: 

www.manchester.gov.uk/info/100003/people_and_communities/3209/community_guardians, or register with the Manchester 

Permaculture Network. 

 

On Our Bikes in Rusholme (discussion 4)  

Vincent Walsh continues to champion cycling in general; also, we in Rusholme are lucky in that Rusholme councillor, Kate 

Chappell, is Manchester City Council’s Lead Member for cycling. Read more about plans for Dutch-style cycle lanes on Oxford 

Road: http://www.tfgm.com/buspriority/pages/website/routes-oxford-road.html. To get involved: please investigate the 

following sources of information and support: Pedal Mcr: www.pedalmcr.org.uk; Friends of Fallowfield Loop: 

www.fallowfieldloop.org; Love Your Bike: www.manchesterfoe.org.uk/loveyourbike/; Greater Manchester Cycling Campaign: 

www.gmcc.org.uk; and http://cycling.tfgm.com/index.htm; and/or contact Cllr Kate Chappell: cllr.k.chappell@manchester.gov.uk.   

 

Reducing Burglary + Respect for Rusholme + How to Work Positively with the Council for the Good of Rusholme + 

Rusholme Ward & District Centre Plans + Parking (discussions 5, 6 and 8) 

Many Rusholme people are contributing to this discussion, working with relevant partners, including Councillors Rabnawaz 

Akbar, Ahmed Ali and Kate Chappell, Manchester City Council and Greater Manchester Police, via various groups including 

residents’ associations, the Rusholme & Fallowfield Civic Society, the Rusholme Business Association, and our two community 

centres: Birch and Trinity House. To get involved: track down your local residents’ association, or maybe start one up if one 

doesn’t exist, or join the Rusholme & Fallowfield Civic Society if you are most interested in Rusholme as a place, or the 

Rusholme Business Association if you are most interested in Rusholme as a commercial centre; or visit your nearest community 

centre; or contact a councillor to find out how best you could get involved in Manchester City Council’s 

community/regeneration/sustainability plans and action plans for Rusholme: 

www.manchester.gov.uk/councillors/specificWard/60/rusholme. 
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NEXT STEPS 

 
With so much activity, we hope you agree with us that those two summits held back in 2012 were very well worth while! As for the 

future, on the summit feedback posters you told us that you felt that Rusholme’s Black and Minority Ethnic community groups and 

Rusholme's business community needed to be more strongly represented next time. So, that’s the next step. We hope to take ‘mini’ 

Imagine Rusholme summits out to more Rusholme groups during 2013 and 2014. Watch this space for updates! 

 

Meantime, please consider getting involved in your community, eg: 

Join the Council’s “Community Guardian” scheme: 
www.manchester.gov.uk/info/100003/people_and_communities/3209/community_guardians 

Join Friends of Birchfields Park, contact winnwalsh@tiscali.co.uk  

Join Friends of Platt Fields Park, contact: email@plattfields.org  

Join Friends of Whitworth Park, contact: shones@altrincham.freeserve.co.uk  

Join the Rusholme and Fallowfield Civic Society, contact: sue@suedevlin.co.uk 

Join the Rusholme Business Association, contact: sue@suedevlin.co.uk 

Volunteer at Trinity House Community Resource Centre: www.trinityhousecrc.org.uk/vacancies  

Get involved at Birch Community Centre – our fabulous venue for both summits to date: www.birchcc.org 

Get involved in Creative Rusholme: creativerusholme@gmail.com 

Register with the Manchester Permaculture Network: www.manchesterpermaculture.net. 

Creative Rusholme (discussion 2) 

Phil Barton and Alia Ullah are leading on this discussion, working with relevant partners on three key themes: heritage trails, a 

community craft group/social enterprise, the Whitworth Art Gallery pop-up shop (if successful). A date for your diary: 

Come to the launch of Stories of the Great Turning, with Creative Rusholme on the 20th September at 6.30pm at Birch 

Community Centre, entry free, booking needed: email great-turning@outlook.com. To get involved in Creative Rusholme: 

please contact Phil or Alia via creativerusholme@gmail.com.  

 

Rusholme & Wider World Issues (discussion 7)  

Stephen Pennells continues to champion wider world issues – he has already engaged with local mosques in the locality 

regarding the Jubilee Debt Campaign and the response was excellent! See www.jubileedebtcampaign.org.uk "End Britain's 

Dodgy Deals" campaign; and he continues to champion: WDM Manchester - see www.wdm.org.uk, on issues of Food security, 

Climate and Trade Justice; Christian Aid - see www.christianaid.org.uk, "POVERTY OVER" - on climate justice and "The Big 

Tax Return"; and has sympathy towards and taking actions with Action Aid, CAAT, CADU, CAFOD, FTF, MFoE, Oxfam, SPEAK, 

Tearfund, Traidcraft, War On Want, etc. To get involved: contact stephen_pennells@yahoo.co.uk.  Charities with strong local 

connections are Islamic Relief Worldwide, the largest Muslim charity in the UK (to donate click here); and the Nazir Welfare 

Trust (to donate click here); with key fundraisers living locally.  

 

Student Integration & Involvement (discussion 9) 

Many Rusholme people are contributing to this discussion, working with relevant partners, including the two Universities’ Off-

Campus Affairs Team based at Manchester Student Homes, Manchester City Council and Greater Manchester Police, and 

attending the twice-yearly “Student Strategy Community Forum”, either as individuals, or representatives of residents’ 

associations, the Civic Society, the Business Association, or our two community centres: Birch and Trinity House. 

To get involved: consider signing up for the Manchester Student Homes Good Neighbours Scheme: 

www.manchesterstudenthomes.com/Pages/Get%20Involved. 

(Please note, if you are experiencing problems with student neighbours, there is a Neighbourhood Helpline you can contact: 

www.manchesterstudenthomes.com/Pages/Report%20A%20Problem.) 

 

Sustainability (discussion 10) 

Anne Tucker is leading on this discussion, as the member of the steering group for an exciting community initiative called 

“Where There’s Muck There’s Brass! - Upping Recycling in Rusholme/Moss Side”. The objective is to ‘up’ the recycling rate 

from 28% to 50% in 6 months. Anne and her team are working with relevant partners on a project covering the “terrace 

square” - Princess Parkway to Wilmslow Rd, Moss Lane East to Platt Lane, targeting particular streets and areas, and involving 

key people across the area to help monitor progress and share in ideas and plans. The long term plan is to roll out the approach 

and solutions to other parts of Rusholme (hurrah!), and beyond, because did you know:  

The current ‘cost’ to the council of every tonne of unrecycled waste (black/grey bins) is £200. 

The current ‘payback’ to the council of every tonne of sorted waste (blue/brown/green bins) is £30. 

In other words, our failure to recycle incurs a ‘loss’ to the council of £230 per tonne!! 

To get involved: Anne is particularly keen to hear from residents living within the “terrace square” Princess Parkway to 

Wilmslow Rd, Moss Lane East to Platt Lane. Please contact Anne via annetucker85@gmail.com.  
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